
176 of 212 municipalities in Slovenia are without an active church. There is only 1 active church for every 50,000 
Slovenes. It’s difficult to count the number of believers in a given place, seeing as we can’t know people’s hearts, 
but if we assume that all 2,000 of those gathering to worship on Sundays 
are true Christians, then that means for every 1 Slovene believer, there 
are 1,000 non-believers.

It is a country of stark contrasts - a breathtakingly beautiful place, full of 
people living in deep darkness and spiritual poverty. On Friday, I met a
student on campus. As we briefly chatted, I asked her what she thought 
about the Bible and Christianity. 
“It [the Bible] has some good ideas in it, but it is from the past. The world 
has been so shaken lately - we cannot look to the past to help us with the 
future.”

Her thoughts echo those of her generation, and the rest of her country, quite clearly. Christianity, and the Bible, 
are of no relevance for today.  Though Slovenia has a long history of Catholicism, because of the influence of its 

long period of Communist control and now, post-modernism, 
very few believe. Access to hearing the gospel is scarce, and 
hearts are hard. 

These heart-breaking facts were the reason Clay and I jumped 
at the opportunity to help lead a six week summer mission 
here, along with three Cru staff and twenty-five students. We 
will come alongside the established long-term Cru mission-
aries, local churches, and some Christian Slovene students 
to make relational connections with Slovenes, dialogue with 
them about their spiritual beliefs, and share the gospel with 

boldness and clarity. Please keep us and our team in prayer as we begin our outreach this week!
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May 28, 2017

PRAYER + PRAISE 
•	 Praise God that all of our students on the mission finished raising the necessary funds and that we all made it 

to Slovenia safely.
•	 Pray for a new strategy we’re trying this summer - connecting our students with Slovene students in a “Cul-

tural Exchange Program” designed to foster friendships from which we can share the gospel.
•	 Pray that the Lord would provide us many opportunities to share the gospel, and that the hearts of Slovenes 

would be softened to respond. 

Slovenia: 2 million people. Only 2,000 gathering to worship on Sundays... 

We’ve Moved! 
We moved just a few days before leaving for Slovenia. Please make note of our new address below. 
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Vision
“As a college student you are uniquely positioned to play a vital role in fulfilling the Great Commission in this generation. 
That is why Cru is active and growing at Ohio University. Imagine a day when you walk into a room of 600 students and 
faculty that are all connected to the Cru movement. You, your friends and your professors are experiencing a dynamic, 
growing love for Christ and the gospel. God is using you to bring others to Christ, to be built up in their new faith and be 
sent out with you to reach others for Christ. God is growing you in your depth of character and He is using you to have 
a broad influence on the campus. Depth is seen as you develop a high view of 
God and his word, as you gather to pray with your friends and as you participate 
in life‐on‐life discipleship. Influence is broad as you and your friends are taking 
the gospel to every community at Ohio University. Each year 75‐100 students 
are graduating with a strong sense of God’s calling on their lives. You carry with 
you more than a degree; you are leaving OU with the passion and ability to make 
disciples and take the message of Christ to the ends of the earth. We believe 
the Lord can use you to change the world.”	

	 I [Emily] read this part of our “OU Cru Vision Statement” aloud as 
Sarah (one of my current leaders) and Kaylee (a freshmen we recently asked 
to lead with Cru) sat across from me. After, I turned to Kaylee and asked her 
what most excited her about the vision. As she paused to think, Sarah sudden-
ly interrupted.
	 “All of the things this talks about, that’s happened for me! I’ve definitely grown in my depth of character, and in 
my influence on campus. It’s like exactly what we do every single week, and you will grow. I’ve grown so much. I’m not 
just the person who is peppy and positive and a good friend anymore, and has to hope that people will notice that I’m 
different. I actually know how to have a spiritual influence on people and talk about my faith. I’ve gotten to see God use 
me in my friends’ and classmates’ lives. It’s not just something we say. It’s what we do every week.”
	 Tears filled my eyes as Sarah spoke. That week (ok, the whole month) had been incredibly discouraging for me. 
I had just that morning sat in prayer, asking the Lord if I was truly the right person for the work I was doing at OU. I felt 
so ineffective and inadequate. I was wondering if I had made things worse, not better. But Sarah’s words reminded me 
that the Lord is at work. Through your partnership and prayer, students are coming to know Christ and being shaped 
into life-long laborers for the glory of the Lord. Despite the myriad of dissapointments and failures that ministry and 
life can bring our way, it is encouraging to know that the Lord is moving in big ways. We are so grateful to get to be a 
part of it!

Sarah and me, showing off our painted 
nails together. 
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Prayer + Praise
•	 Please pray for Kaylee, as she heads out on a Summer Mission to Slovenia this summer. Pray that, like Sarah, she’d 

be shaped by the vision!
•	 Please pray for Sarah, and all of our student leaders. Pray for summers filled with spiritual growth.
•	 Pray for Emily & Baby Selway and a continued healthy pregnancy. The baby is due to arrive any day now. Please 

pray for a healthy, uncomplicated labor and delivery and a healthy baby and mom. 


