
176 of 212 municipalities in Slovenia are without an active church. There is only 1 active church for every 50,000 
Slovenes. It’s difficult to count the number of believers in a given place, seeing as we can’t know people’s hearts, 
but if we assume that all 2,000 of those gathering to worship on Sundays 
are true Christians, then that means for every 1 Slovene believer, there 
are 1,000 non-believers.

It is a country of stark contrasts - a breathtakingly beautiful place, full of 
people living in deep darkness and spiritual poverty. On Friday, I met a
student on campus. As we briefly chatted, I asked her what she thought 
about the Bible and Christianity. 
“It [the Bible] has some good ideas in it, but it is from the past. The world 
has been so shaken lately - we cannot look to the past to help us with the 
future.”

Her thoughts echo those of her generation, and the rest of her country, quite clearly. Christianity, and the Bible, 
are of no relevance for today.  Though Slovenia has a long history of Catholicism, because of the influence of its 

long period of Communist control and now, post-modernism, 
very few believe. Access to hearing the gospel is scarce, and 
hearts are hard. 

These heart-breaking facts were the reason Clay and I jumped 
at the opportunity to help lead a six week summer mission 
here, along with three Cru staff and twenty-five students. We 
will come alongside the established long-term Cru mission-
aries, local churches, and some Christian Slovene students 
to make relational connections with Slovenes, dialogue with 
them about their spiritual beliefs, and share the gospel with 

boldness and clarity. Please keep us and our team in prayer as we begin our outreach this week!
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PRAYER + PRAISE 
•	 Praise God that all of our students on the mission finished raising the necessary funds and that we all made it 

to Slovenia safely.
•	 Pray for a new strategy we’re trying this summer - connecting our students with Slovene students in a “Cul-

tural Exchange Program” designed to foster friendships from which we can share the gospel.
•	 Pray that the Lord would provide us many opportunities to share the gospel, and that the hearts of Slovenes 

would be softened to respond. 

Slovenia: 2 million people. Only 2,000 gathering to worship on Sundays... 

We’ve Moved! 
We moved just a few days before leaving for Slovenia. Please make note of our new address below. 

October 31, 2018
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Unique Perspectives

Students engage with the outreach out-
side of the OU Student Center.

‘Til the Whole World Knows,

“The meaning and purpose of life is to life for yourself, to be personally happy and comfortable.”
“I think all people are generally good.”
“Jesus was just a great spiritual leader.”
“I don’t really know what God is like.”
“I think to get into heaven, you just have to be a good person.”

These phrases rose above the din of the noisy student center and 
crowded academic buildings and pierced my (Clay’s) heart. 

All of these quotes* were taken from students I spoke with two weeks ago 
as a part of our “Perspectives” Outreach. During this week long outreach, 
Cru staff and students set up big posters all around campus emblazoned 
with colorful words and pictures that asked questions like “What is God 
like?” and “What is the meaning and purpose of life?”

The goal of the outreach was to open up dialogue with students who 
might not otherwise want to engage with Christianity, and hopefully give 
an opening to share the Gospel with them in a way they could understand.

It was through this outreach that I met Jake*. Jake stood before me,  arms 
crossed, thinking hard as we spoke.

Jake had grown up in the church, but really struggled with the idea of hell. 
“Let’s say you have a son,” he said. “If your son rejected a relationship with you, you wouldn’t torture him or 
send him to some terrible place of punishment, right?”

“Actually, I do have a son. A five month old that I love very much. But say in twenty years, he decides he doesn’t 
want a relationship with me and leaves my home, I can’t stop him. At that point, he has chosen the broken rela-
tionship and all of it’s consequences. Our relationship with God is similar. 
He won’t stop us from choosing to reject Him. Hell is a place away from 
God and His goodness. He’s not sending people there because He wants 
to punish them. He’s just letting them have what they’ve asked for.”

Jake didn’t walk away convinced to follow Christ, but he did say he had a 
lot to think about. He, like many students, expressed appreciation for the 
chance to be heard and have their questions answered.

“I’ve never heard all of this presented like this before. It makes a lot of 
sense.”
“This is really interesting. We have different views, but I totally see the line 
of thought about what you believe.”

Thank you for being with us as we labor to help students like Jake hear 
and understand the Gospel. Please continue to pray for them, especially 
the handful of students who have continued to meet with our staff and students to continue learning more 
about Jesus. 

*Quotes have been paraphrased. Jake’s name changed to respect his privacy.

Perspectives Outreach 
by the Numbers

  275 - total students who had extended 
conversations with outreach teams.
  73 - total students who heard the 
Gospel.
  10 - students I got to personally speak 
with.
  3 - students who accepted Christ.



Family Update & Prayer Requests
We have once again had a bit of a whirlwind month. Elliott continues to do well, and got to experience his first Fall 
Retreat. He is almost crawling, sitting independently, and can roll as a form of locomotion. He is turning into quite 
the extrovert and loves all the attention students give him! 

Prayer Requests
•	 For the students who requested to continue the conversation (over 70!) Pray that we would be able to meet 

with them for further discussion. 
•	 For our families, as we’ve had numerous relatives in and out of the hospital due to various issues over the last 

month.
•	 That we would be able to continue to build not just the size of our Bible studies on campus, but also the depth 

of community that our students experience. 
•	 For the women’s conference on Saturday, November 10th, and for Emily as she leads a seminar that day. 


