
176 of 212 municipalities in Slovenia are without an active church. There is only 1 active church for every 50,000 
Slovenes. It’s difficult to count the number of believers in a given place, seeing as we can’t know people’s hearts, 
but if we assume that all 2,000 of those gathering to worship on Sundays 
are true Christians, then that means for every 1 Slovene believer, there 
are 1,000 non-believers.

It is a country of stark contrasts - a breathtakingly beautiful place, full of 
people living in deep darkness and spiritual poverty. On Friday, I met a
student on campus. As we briefly chatted, I asked her what she thought 
about the Bible and Christianity. 
“It [the Bible] has some good ideas in it, but it is from the past. The world 
has been so shaken lately - we cannot look to the past to help us with the 
future.”

Her thoughts echo those of her generation, and the rest of her country, quite clearly. Christianity, and the Bible, 
are of no relevance for today.  Though Slovenia has a long history of Catholicism, because of the influence of its 

long period of Communist control and now, post-modernism, 
very few believe. Access to hearing the gospel is scarce, and 
hearts are hard. 

These heart-breaking facts were the reason Clay and I jumped 
at the opportunity to help lead a six week summer mission 
here, along with three Cru staff and twenty-five students. We 
will come alongside the established long-term Cru mission-
aries, local churches, and some Christian Slovene students 
to make relational connections with Slovenes, dialogue with 
them about their spiritual beliefs, and share the gospel with 

boldness and clarity. Please keep us and our team in prayer as we begin our outreach this week!
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PRAYER + PRAISE 
•	 Praise God that all of our students on the mission finished raising the necessary funds and that we all made it 

to Slovenia safely.
•	 Pray for a new strategy we’re trying this summer - connecting our students with Slovene students in a “Cul-

tural Exchange Program” designed to foster friendships from which we can share the gospel.
•	 Pray that the Lord would provide us many opportunities to share the gospel, and that the hearts of Slovenes 

would be softened to respond. 

Slovenia: 2 million people. Only 2,000 gathering to worship on Sundays... 

We’ve Moved! 
We moved just a few days before leaving for Slovenia. Please make note of our new address below. 
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Summer Reflections
Well, we have reached the end of another academic year on campus. As I (Clay) reflect upon this past school year, I 
cannot help but feel pretty nostalgic about it and excited for the future. We saw the Lord do incredible things, both in 
our personal lives and in our ministry with Cru in Southeast Ohio. 

And we know that many of you have been consistently covering Emily and I, our students, and our ministry in prayer. 
Because of your prayers and the prayers of many others, we saw God move 
powerfully through the lives of students. Here are a few things we want to 
celebrate:

• 90 students indicated that they made a decision to follow Jesus!
• 40 students have been sent to our overseas partnership locations in 
Slovenia and Gateway to share the gospel!
• I led our staff and students to Panama City Beach, Florida over spring break, 
where we shared our faith and saw 17 people trust Christ!
• We saw 8 men and women accept challenges to leadership on West Green!
• The birth of our son Elliott! He was born on May 11th with no real complica-
tions. 

While there are many other things we can and are celebrating, there are just as many things that we are praying for as 
we eagerly await the fall semester. Here are some specific things that you can pray for alongside us this summer:

• Our students and their personal relationships with the Lord over the summer.
• That we would have a chance to engage with all the incoming freshmen during the first few weeks of fall semester. 
Please pray specifically for a big “Block Party” we are throwing at the beginning of the year to meet as many students 
as possible. 
• For the ministry at Hocking College, as we consider new strategies to improve and create greater community 
amongst believers on campus. 
• For Emily and I as new parents, that we would learn quickly and trust God for the things we do not yet know.

The West Green Men and me at our end 
of year celebration. 
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