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The Dying Church

I highly recommend the book Autopsy of a
Deceased Church by Thom S. Rainer—it is
spot on, brief, and motivating! One of
our greatest desires is to revitalize the
depleted churches in Maine and beyond.
To be honest, we don’t know how to do
that. We have some ideas, but the task is
huge, people are stubborn, and we are
inadequate. But, if we are going to reach
the lost and truly change the culture, it
will take an army—and we have an army
in the church already strategically located
statewide. What’s more, we serve a God
who wins victories for armies who pray
and commit themselves to Him (1
Samuel 7:8-10.) Please pray with us for

each church you pass!

Rafting with surgeons

Our emphasis was on beauty, intimacy, and adventure, something
that comes naturally on a white water rafting trip. Fifteen members of
a St. Joe’s surgical team joined us for this evangelistic trip. The head
surgeon, a believer, organized the event and through the program and
discussion, we had the opportunity to normalize talking about God,
giving him the chance to share his faith, and opening future
opportunities for spiritual conversation with his co-workers. For
some, just talking about God was a big step. One person admitted, “I
need more of this in my life” and another confessed, “I am missing
this.” The general consensus was that everyone wanted to rest more,
connect, and consider deeper questions about life. For Ryan, our non-
believing volunteer raft guide, it was another chance to be part of the
Body of Christ and to hear the gospel. His wife was one of the nurses!

Kayaking for Glory

“I want to remember to set aside my own glory to be a servant,” said

Mandie, following a kayak trip I led recently. During the program, on their

kayaks they balanced Dixie cups of seawater representing their own
achievements and greatness, becoming too focused on not spilling them to
enjoy or notice God’s vast ocean that they were paddling in. How foolish we
are to focus on a small thing like our own glory and miss GOD.




Please join us through prayer this September

“...1f my people who are called by my name humble themselves, and pray and seek my
face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their

sin and heal their land.” -2 Chronicles 7:14

“When the church is engaged in meaningful prayer, it becomes both the cause and the
result of greater church health.” —Thom S. Rainer
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