Dan & Heather Litchfield serving with Thrive Maine

Speaking of Faith

Last week Dan and Joe took their rock climbing
recertification course (needed every three years)
and met a young woman training to be a guide.
Dan asked about her spiritual background and
discovered that she grew up in a Christian family
but had left the church. After a long conversation
she said, “I know you really believe that freedom
comes through Christ and you want that for me,
but I am not there.” Please pray for the seeds of
that dicussion to take root.
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The young man across the table was
lamenting about his car problems,
financial stress, and relationship
struggles. “Where have you seen God
protecting you?” Dan prompted. It
became clear that this young man was
trusting in himself and not God, though
he said he believed in “a god.” He was
not willing to give up control of his life
despite his own frustrations over how
poorly that self-led life was going. It is
sadly ironic that we humans are so
resistant to allowing our almighty,
omniscient, loving, Creator to direct us
—deciding that somehow we can do a
better job of it. Even as believers we
wrestle with this. Let’s pray for faith.




Church Growth God’s Way: Discipleship Training

The two friends kept pace shoulder to shoulder as they walked and chatted their way across the room.
Everyone erupted in clapping for the two models who | had asked to demonstrate how they walk with

someone. We then likened that to discipleship: one person generally knows the way better and directs
their course, but both are moving forward step by step toward the same goal.

Thrive held a discipleship training for the women in our own church
body, almost none of whom had ever been discipled. We studied
the Word, did learning activities, had small group brainstorming
sessions, practiced, prayed, and by God’s grace left with ten new
mentor-disciple pairs. “Discipleship seems more possible,” one

woman commented hopefully. Praise the Lord!

Please pray with us over the next four weeks. Your prayers are a vital part of Thrive. Thank you!
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