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A couple years ago, “Onur” had some major medical 

issues (the recovery meant that he had to defer a year 

of university study). During that time, he went to the 

Mosque. He prayed. He asked Allah for help. But no 

help came. So he drifted farther away from Allah. 

“I think Allah exists, but he doesn’t really do much in 

the world. He created it and now he’s hands off.” 

“What about you,” Onur asked. “What do you believe?” 

 Matt, Brian (two of our project students), Onur, and I 

spent the next two hours talking about the Gospel. I 

got to share my testimony, talk about Jesus encounter 

with Peter in John 21, share an outline of the big picture 

of the whole bible, and share the story of Jesus 

encounter with the woman at the well in John 4. 

I think the most fun part of the conversation was when 

Onur asked me, “What do you think about the 

afterlife?” To describe the new heavens and the new 

earth, I wanted to share a Tolkien line, “Have all the sad 

things come untrue?” And so I asked Onur, “Have you 

ever heard of ‘The Lord of the 

Rings?’” Onur turn his left arm 

over to reveal a tattoo on his 

forearm of the elven door 

into Moria (the door that 

says, “Speak, Friend, and 

enter.”) 

“When I saw him turn his arm 

to reveal his tattoo, my jaw 

about hit the floor,” Brian said 

later to me. 

Needless to say, my Lord of 

the Rings reference was a good one. 

We talked a lot about what it means to enter the 

Kingdom of God. The question I asked Onur: “What 

does it take to enter the Kingdom of God?” 

I suggested that one way to find out more would be 

to read some of the Incil (the New Testament) to see 

what Isa (Jesus) says about the Kingdom of God. And 

I suggested that maybe next week, Onur could 

connect with Matt and Brian to read the Incil 

together. 

Over the last two weeks, Matt, Brian, and other 

students on the project have met with Onur a couple 

times to read the New Testament together. So 

amazing! 

Loving our Adventurous Lord, 

p.s. read more stories 
on our Project 
Breakthrough blog—

www.brianandmalisa.com/breakthrough/wordpress. 
Because we’re in a sensitive country there’s a 
password for the site. Send me an e-mail and we’ll 

give you the login info. 
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Would you PrayWould you PrayWould you PrayWould you Pray    

• For “Onur” as he continues to learn about Jesus 

• For the over 300 students we’ve met this summer 

• For our 26 strong friendships that our students have made on 

Project Breakthrough with muslim students here 

Malisa & Brian Ellis 

20 Fairmont St #1 , Arlington, MA 02474  

malisa.ellis@uscm.org 

brian.ellis@uscm.org 

(617) 800-6844 (978) 828-8024 

www.brianandmalisa.com 

Make checks payable to:  

Cru, PO Box 628222, Orlando, FL 32862,  

Put account #0549821 in the memo line, 

or give online at: 

www.brianandmalisa.com 

In a former mosque, now a museum– pray for this country. 


