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“I need to be connected. And I want to serve.” That’s 
what Sarah, an incoming freshman at New England 
Conservatory told me over FaceTime the other day. Sarah is a 
cellist. “I believe music is my opportunity to be a beacon of 
hope.” 

We all need a beacon of hope right now, don’t we? 

You are part of a special community commissioned 
for a time like this.  

• People like us pray.  
• People like us trust that God is at work in 

this season.  
• People like us wade into the mess of 

students’ lives and show the joy of Christ.  
• People like us are looking for beacons of hope.  
• And people like us love to see Jesus change lives. 

For years, we have labored alongside you to build God’s kingdom. But then Covid 19 
turned the world upside down. We know how you might be feeling because our world was 
turned upside down too. Like many of you, we’ve been juggling schooling in a different way. 
Like many of you, we’ve been on more zoom calls than we can count. And like many of you, 
our plans for the spring and summer have come to a screeching halt. We were planning to 
take a group of students back to the Middle East this summer, in fact, we would have left this 
weekend.    

Considering all this turmoil, we could be frozen by fear. But we’re choosing to step out 
in faith. This isn’t a surprise to the Lord. And perhaps this summer at home can be a gift, 
because it gives us the space and time to get ready and try new outreaches to connect with 
students digitally over the summer months. One creative thing we just launched is a 
weekly gathering and small groups. 80 students signed up! 

 Brian loves the Lord of the Rings stories. I texted him a great passage the other day: “I 
wish it need not have happened in my time,” said Frodo. “So do I,” said Gandalf, “and so do 
all who live to see such times. But that is not for them to decide. All we have to decide is what 
to do with the time that is given us.” 

So, what should we do? 

None of us wished for Covid 19 to happen in our time. We didn’t want all the schools 
and universities we work with to close and move virtual. No hugs; no shared meals; no sports; 
no meeting students in person.  



 

What do we know? We know the sun will rise. We know that students going to 
schools in Boston need Jesus. We know Jesus is the King. And we know Jesus longs for 
people to enter His Kingdom. 

A quick example: Lucy, a girl I get to disciple 
from Northeastern University, came to Christ 2.5 
years ago. She has gone from never really talking 
about spiritual things with anyone, to starting to 
talk about spiritual things with me and our 
women’s small group. Now, in the middle of 
COVID19, she’s at home with her family and is 
having gospel conversations with her mom, dad, 
and brother. Would you pray for her gospel 
witness? 

And so, what will we do?  

• We will be there (wherever “there” is) for freshmen 
• We’ll learn by practice the new language we need to speak virtually 
• We’ll keep persevering in Christ.  

One opportunity: we’ve had a bunch of incoming freshmen reach out to 
us. Students like Esme, an incoming freshman from BU have already 
been getting involved in virtual worship nights and in our summer 
ministry meetings. This wasn’t possible in the past – because these 
incoming students weren’t in Boston yet. But now there’s an 
opportunity to help students who desperately want to be involved 
get plugged into gospel community before they ever arrive on 
campus. 

 

In the last few weeks, Brian and I have connected with dozens of incoming freshmen 
like Sarah. They have been a beacon of hope to us. And so have you. It has been such an 
encouragement to be on this mission to college students alongside you. You’re helping raise 
up the next generation of leaders. Thanks for persevering in Christ and working alongside us 
to be beacons of hope to a new generation of students. 

Loving our Adventurous Lord, 

  

 

 


