
 

 

“We must be will ing to let go of the life we have planned so as  to have the life that is wait ing for us.”  
-E.M. Forster  

 

Hope & Haiti 
August 2016 

 Prayer requests! 
 
*For the students getting ready to head back 
to school and for those that aren’t able to go to 
school.   
 
*For wisdom and direction in caring for the 
children in the malnutrition program.  So 
many of the children have stories that are 
filled with brokenness and yet little by little 
their bodies are being restored and healed.  
Pray for patience and that I would have ears to 
hear the heart of what I’m actually hearing.   
 
*After a busy summer, please pray that these 
next few months would be refueling and 
maybe even time to just catch up on life stuff! 
 
*Growth and community amongst the 
American staff on campus.  Life here is hard 
and having a team that is strong is crucial.   
 

 

Hello!  I hope that you have had a wonderful summer!  I would be 
lying if I didn’t tell you just how envious I have been seeing all your 
blueberry, strawberry, and sweet corn pictures on Facebook!  

I’m not quite sure how this is possible, but as of September 1st I will 
have lived in Haiti for five years.  In many ways this last year has 
really been a rollercoaster of emotions as I have thought back over 
my time here in Haiti.  I have spent a lot more time just sitting back 
and observing my little ones and friends in the village.  Also just 
“being” and honestly just trying to soak it all in.  The reality that 
this is my life still takes me by shock sometimes.   

There are three questions that I get asked by almost every team 
person I meet on campus.  The first is always “how long have you 
lived in Haiti?”  The honest reason I dislike this question is because 
once I answer that I’ve been here almost five years the typical 
response is one of “wow” and then followed by “I could never do 
that..etc.”  Deep down I just want to say it isn’t me who is doing 
this.  It isn’t because of “me” that I’m still here.  And that it doesn’t 
matter where the Lord plants you, all He asks is that you are 
faithful.  My address of Haiti doesn’t make me any more special or 
unique (perhaps a little more crazy) than the next person.  In so 
many ways my life really looks very similar to the life you are living 
too.  The other detail that most people don’t realize is that in order 
for me to be here there has to be an army of people that are 
praying and financially supporting me too.  In so many ways it’s not 
just “me” who is here, but rather I feel like I am representing so 
many of you as I get to live this life here.    

The second question is typically “how long did it take you to 
become fluent in Creole?”  I’ll completely admit that there is no 
way I am fluent in Creole.  While I’m thankful that people think so 
highly of me to think that I am fluent, I am pretty quick to let them 
know that this isn’t the truth.  The Lord has been very faithful in  
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(continued) blessing me with the ability to learn Creole because 
learning another language was never something that I was planning to 
do in life.  I have had a lot of really good American and Haitian friends 
who have been so kind to me and have helped me to learn.  They have 
allowed me to talk like a two year old and have been gracious enough to 
not laugh at me too much, but instead laugh with me as I make mistakes.  
I’ve also found that learning Creole isn’t just about learning a long list of 
words.  In order to truly understand Creole you have to know so much 
about the culture.  I can understand a story a momma tells me in the 
malnutrition program word for word and yet still not actually know what 
she was telling me.  There are cultural things that I learn absolutely 
everyday and I’m thankful that I’m surrounded by a community of people 
who are willing to explain things to me even when I have a long list of 
questions and it takes me awhile to actually understand the real meaning 
behind the words.  I know that there are many moments when the Lord 
has given me the ears to hear and understand and eyes to see so much 
more than the words that are actually being said.  Living a life in 
translation has been challenging and yet it’s also rewarding to be able to 
speak Creole and to understand my friends.   

The third question is “so how long do you plan on staying, forever?”  
This is probably my least favorite question of all and honestly, I think it’s 
because it is one that just reaches my heart.  If you would have asked me 
five years ago I would have answered a year.  If you ask me now it’s 
typically I just don’t know.  When I moved here I had no clue how the 
Lord would radically change my heart for people I didn’t yet know.  I had 
no clue how He would use my new friends to mold and shape my heart.  
And how through all of the pain that happens with any growth and 
learning how much I would treasure those relationships.  Answering this 
question isn’t easy either because in saying “yes” to this life it feels like 
I’m saying “no” to a lot of other things that I value and love.  I’ve come to 
truly realize that no matter where I am it’s simply hard because I love 
people in two very different places.  I’m starting to realize just how 
blessed I am because I know and love people in two different places.    

In many ways it feels like I moved to this beautiful island just yesterday 
and in other ways it feels like my life in the States never really existed.  I 
truly can’t thank you enough for supporting me financially year after 
year.  I never dreamed that I would be coming to you again in 2016 
asking for financial and prayer support.  I am completely honored and 
humbled that you have chosen to walk this journey with me and that you 
have chosen to sacrifice in order for all of this to be possible.  To say that 
I am blessed is a complete understatement!  Love, Brooke  

Staying Connected! 
*Financial Support: 
-Mail check to: 
Brooke Smalley  
7014 W. Yant St.  
Silver Lake, IN.  46982 
Check written to: Nehemiah Vision Ministries 
Memo line: Intern 3 
 
-Online donation:  
www.nvm.org/get-
involved/invest/financial/staff-support/ 
-Select under staff support Brooke Smalley.  
You will also be able to select a one time or 
monthly donation.   
 
Ways to follow along and stay connected! 
*Blog: brookesmalley.blogspot.com 
 
*Facebook: brooke smalley 
 
*Instagram: smalleybrooke 
 
*Email: brookes_00@yahoo.com 
 
*Mailing address 
(from this mailing address the mail is sent on 
to me in Haiti): 5687 
Brooke Smalley 
3170 Airmans Dr. #2230 
NVMHT 
Ft Pierce, FL.  34946 

School! 

In September our school on campus will open for the new school year.  In so many ways I’m 
VERY excited for all of my little friends!  School is a place where the children have routine and 
structure.  They not only learn how to count, read, and write, but they learn other social skills 
that are so important to helping them learn to succeed.  School is also a place where the children 
are fed a meal each day.  The summer months can be really hard as there are many children 
who don’t get a consistent meal each day while school isn’t in session.  I remember dreading the 
start of the school year because it meant that the fun of summer was over and homework and 
early bedtime was about to start again.  Here I find that most of my little friends look forward to 
going back to school and they look forward to getting a new pile of school books to learn from.  
The children know that it is a HUGE privilege to get to go to school.  There are so many children 
who don’t get to go and many of the children have siblings who aren’t in school.  There are lots 
of hurdles that the school faces with trying to educate children that come from difficult 
backgrounds.  The teachers realize that a majority of the children don’t have a support system at 
home to help them with their homework or that even can even read to know what the student 
needs to do.  This leaves a majority of the work and instruction being completed in the 
classroom.  The reality is also that most children have to go home after school to help carry 
water, hand wash clothing, and help with other household tasks.  Even in the midst of a ton of 
challenges it’s amazing to watch as the students embrace the opportunity they have been given 
in going to school.  I truly believe that education is the key to helping children succeed and have 
an  impact not only in our community but Haiti as a country too.   


