
176 of 212 municipalities in Slovenia are without an active church. There is only 1 active church for every 50,000 
Slovenes. It’s difficult to count the number of believers in a given place, seeing as we can’t know people’s hearts, 
but if we assume that all 2,000 of those gathering to worship on Sundays 
are true Christians, then that means for every 1 Slovene believer, there 
are 1,000 non-believers.

It is a country of stark contrasts - a breathtakingly beautiful place, full of 
people living in deep darkness and spiritual poverty. On Friday, I met a
student on campus. As we briefly chatted, I asked her what she thought 
about the Bible and Christianity. 
“It [the Bible] has some good ideas in it, but it is from the past. The world 
has been so shaken lately - we cannot look to the past to help us with the 
future.”

Her thoughts echo those of her generation, and the rest of her country, quite clearly. Christianity, and the Bible, 
are of no relevance for today.  Though Slovenia has a long history of Catholicism, because of the influence of its 

long period of Communist control and now, post-modernism, 
very few believe. Access to hearing the gospel is scarce, and 
hearts are hard. 

These heart-breaking facts were the reason Clay and I jumped 
at the opportunity to help lead a six week summer mission 
here, along with three Cru staff and twenty-five students. We 
will come alongside the established long-term Cru mission-
aries, local churches, and some Christian Slovene students 
to make relational connections with Slovenes, dialogue with 
them about their spiritual beliefs, and share the gospel with 

boldness and clarity. Please keep us and our team in prayer as we begin our outreach this week!
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PRAYER + PRAISE 
•	 Praise God that all of our students on the mission finished raising the necessary funds and that we all made it 

to Slovenia safely.
•	 Pray for a new strategy we’re trying this summer - connecting our students with Slovene students in a “Cul-

tural Exchange Program” designed to foster friendships from which we can share the gospel.
•	 Pray that the Lord would provide us many opportunities to share the gospel, and that the hearts of Slovenes 

would be softened to respond. 

Slovenia: 2 million people. Only 2,000 gathering to worship on Sundays... 

We’ve Moved! 
We moved just a few days before leaving for Slovenia. Please make note of our new address below. 
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	 “I just feel like God isn’t able to forgive me for what I’ve done,” 
Daniel said, tears in his eyes. 
	 Daniel is the roommate of one of my disciples [mentees] Curtis, 
and had recently begun to show an interest in spiritual things. I [Clay] 
encouraged Curtis to bring Daniel to meet with us, and quickly the topic 
of conversation turned to God. 
	 As we sat in the OU student center, I asked Daniel a classic ques-

tion. 
	 “Daniel, if you were 
to die tonight, on a scale 
of 0-100%, how sure 
are you that you’d go to 
heaven?”
	 Daniel looked back 
at me, hesitant. Then he 
said, quietly. 
	 “I don’t know....may-
be 50%.” Tears welled 
up in his eyes, and the 

shame he felt became 
palpable. “I just feel like God 

isn’t able to forgive me for what I’ve done.”
	 In that moment, my heart broke for Daniel. It was like looking at 
the Prodigal Son - someone who so badly wanted to come home, and be 
embraced by His father, but was still a distance off, unsure of the recep-
tion he might find if he dared. 
	 I assured Daniel that God loved him, and that He sent His Son 
Jesus to die so that those very sins he was ashamed of could be forgiven. 
I got to share the very good news of the gospel with Daniel. 
	 That day, Daniel decided to rededicate his life to Christ.. Praise 
God for his growing faith! We never grow tired of seeing lives changed. 
Just this fall alone, 38 students have decided to place their faith in Christ 
at OU, OU-L, OU-S, Rio Grand, Hocking, or Marietta College! Praise God 
for all that He is doing here. Thank you for giving students like Daniel the 
opportunity to hear and respond to the gospel. 

Me with some of the students I lead at 
Hocking College last week. 
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Prayer + Praise
•	 Praise God for the students who have come to Christ, and rededicated their lives to Christ this fall!
•	 Pray for our upcoming Fall Retreat, Oct. 13-15th. Pray it would change lives! 
•	 Pray for the 38 new believers, that they would grow their new faith and become life-long laborers for Christ.

We’re Expecting...
We are excited to announce that we 
are expecting a baby!
Baby Selway is due May 3, 2018. We 
are thrilled and are praising the Lord 
for this blessing on the way! 
Both Mom and Baby are healthy and 
doing well (although Mom has 
definitely felt a little under the 
weather the past few weeks.) 
Please pray with us for a continued 
healthy pregnancy, healthy develop-
ment and growth for the baby, and a 
healthy Mom. 


