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Donations:
Payable to The Mission Society
PO Box 922637
Norcross, GA 30010-2637
800.478.8963
TheMissionSociety.org/give
Designate: BUCHELE-0342SUP

Mailing Address
213 Rio Vista Dr
Georgetown, TX 78626
512.819.9019
ServingInGhana.org
Steve@ServingInGhana.org
Suzanne@ServingInGhana.org

Dell Matching Funds
The Mission Society is one of Dell’s
approved receiving agencies.
Five Star Church Supported
United Methodist Churches can sup-
port The Bucheles via The Mission
Society and receive Five-Star Credit.

40 Days
Jesus fasted in the wilderness for 40 days.  In the days of Noah, it rained

for 40 days before the ark floated on the face of the water, and Noah waited
another 40 days before he opened a window. Moses was on the mountain for
40 days.  And after the crucifixion, Jesus appeared to them for 40 days.

In the Bible, when the number 40 is used, it means “a significant amount
of time,” like when we were young parents traveling cross-country with our
kids.  As soon as we hit the highway they asked, “How much longer?!” I raised
my hand so they could see it in the back seat, and with all digits extended
said: “In just five more minutes…” and the kids groaned.  It was always the
same answer.

40 days.  It should feel like a long time, like the 40 days of Lent, but right
now, it feels like it will be over in a moment, and then we’ll be gone.
Like our daughter Grace being married.  It was just two years ago that she
brought home a Japanese boy for the Christmas holiday. Then a year later he
asked for her hand (after seeking her father’s blessing).  A week ago they
promised their lives to each other.  I do. I do. I will, and they were married.

The night before, at the rehearsal dinner, the married couples in the room
gave advice to the soon to be newlyweds.  It started with the usual smattering
of well worn advice: don’t go to bed angry, forgive and forget, find a hobby
you both enjoy, but then my sister Sheron added:

“You were friends before you became serious.” It was a statement.
“And you will be friends long after you are married, but sometimes
there will be the need to speak to your friend, instead of your lover.
Say ‘I need to speak to my friend,’” Sheron told them.  “I need to tell
my friend something.”  We all heard these wise words, ones not often
heard.  The room felt the weight of their wisdom, and was quiet, reflec-
tive on how they might apply to their lives.    “That’s it,” she said, and
the room smiled and agreed.

Suzanne and I are so happy for Grace, and the man with whom she has cho-
sen to share her years. We see the promise they both hold in each other.  After
we leave for Ghana, they will be moving to Japan.  Our family scatters after this
last Christmas, New Years, and Wedding.

Ryosuke & Grace Mineta - Married - January 2



  Our Timeline
January 26- Our sending
church, St. Philip’s United
Methodist Church holds a
service of Commissioning
Sunday, Jan. 26, 8:15,
9:30 and 11:00am.

www.stphilipsumc.org
January 31-February 2
Steve & Suzanne attend
Jesus and the Qur’an, their
last training before depart-
ing for Ghana.
February 8, 9am -  Well-
spring United Methodist
welcomes Steve & Suzanne
for a Ghana Ministry Pre-
sentation.

www.wellumc.org
February 9 - Steve brings
the message at Foundation
United Methodist Church
Sunday @ 8, 9, & 10:30am.
www.foundationumc.org
February 18, 2014 - Steve
& Suzanne fly to Ghana.

As you pray for us, we ask
that you pray …

For us personally for our
own walk with the Lord,
and for the strength and
wisdom to pack up our
lives here.
For our children that they
grow into the people God
created them to be.  We
pray each morning at 7am
for our kids, let us know if
we can pray for yours.
For our ministry at Ashesi
University–pray that we
connect with the students,
faculty, and staff.
Join our prayer team!
ServingInGhana.org/pray

Pledge your support to help us reach 100% of our Ministry Budget
A hearty thank you to everyone who who has pledged their support, or given us a special gift.
Because of you, our ministry budget is 93% funded.  Now we are still needing $568/month in
pledged support.  Our deployment fund is at 100%, and our vehicle fund is at 82%, which will
be enough for us to get a good vehicle for our purposes.

● If you have given a special gift last year, would you consider pledging to make that
same gift, or a portion of it, on an annual basis?

● If you know you are going to pledge your support (or have told us you would support
us), but have been waiting for the right time, the right time is now!  We need to be
100% funded before we can depart.

Our Dog “Bo” needs a temporary home
Whenever I start feeling sad or guilty about leav-
ing Bo, I remind myself that at least we saved
him from a long life at the no-kill shelter from
which we adopted him, and, he really would not
do well in Ghana (he thinks the house is hot
when we bump it up to 85 degrees during the
day in the summer).  That being said, we still
haven’t found the right temporary home for Bo.
Anna would like to keep him starting next year at
school, but in the meantime Bo needs a home
(and he may need a temporary one now and again when Anna is visiting us in Ghana or other-
wise traveling).  Due to Bo’s past and idiosyncrasies, we think he needs to be in a home with
no small children and no other dogs (except maybe a submissive one – he likes to be the al-
pha), and with a fenced yard.  If you think you can help, let us know!

suzanne.buchele@gmail.com

Praying for Us

It was an anti-climatic end to my 15+
years at Southwestern University.  My last
class day was cancelled due to ice, I missed
my last two finals due to flu.  The flu also kept
me from my own going away celebration and
a timely move out of my office.  Six days after
the onset of the flu, I was in surgery, and then
a whirlwind of recovery, Christmas, family ar-
rivals, wedding, the belated packing up and
moving out of my office, officially retiring
from Southwestern, and driving to Florida for
The Mission Society Global Gathering, from
which I write this.  I don’t know if it was all
God’s plan, bad luck or satan, but I have come
out of it all with a sense of accomplishment –
that it was all really tough, over-the-top busy
even for me, and yet I managed to get it all
done.

In many ways I am thankful for the anti-
climatic departure from Southwestern.  I

learned from our training last summer the val-
ue of saying “good goodbyes”.   I am leaving a
place I truly love: the institution, the faculty,
the staff, the students, and the new President.
I was not sure I could leave and say good-bye
all at once.

People have told me “I couldn’t do what
you are doing,” and truthfully neither could I
unless I was 100% sure that this was what I
was supposed to be doing.  I am sure.  There
isn’t joy in the leaving, and there is some sor-
row.  For me, I think it is better to have lots of
smaller goodbyes.  It’s less “clean”, but also a
lot less emotion-charged, and easier for me
to manage.

Peace,
Steve & Suzanne

PS: The actually number is less than 40 days.

Suzanne says Good-bye to Southwestern University



I want to partner with Suzanne and Steve . My pledge is o annually o monthly o quarterly
        an amount of: o $35 o $50 o $100 o $250 
o  My check made payable to The Mission Society, designate: Buchele Support 0342

o  I prefer to give by o Visa o MasterCard o American Express o Discover

Name _______________________________________________  Address ______________________________
Card number: __ __ __ __ - __ __ __ __- __ __ __ __- __ __ __ __   City ____________________ State ________
3 digit security code __ __ __ Expiration Date __ __ / __ __    Zip _____________
Signature _______________________ Today’s date __________ Phone _______________________________
Email ________________________________________________

Donations are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law. The Mission Society is a fully registered registered charitable organization. Donations can be made online.
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