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Donations:
Payable to The Mission Society
PO Box 922637
Norcross, GA 30010-2637
800.478.8963
TheMissionSociety.org/give
Designate: BUCHELE-0342SUP

Mailing Address
213 Rio Vista Dr
Georgetown, TX 78626
512.819.9019
ServingInGhana.org
Steve@ServingInGhana.org
Suzanne@ServingInGhana.org

Dell Matching Funds
The Mission Society is one of Dell’s
approved receiving agencies.
Five Star Church Supported
United Methodist Churches can sup-
port The Bucheles via The Mission
Society and receive Five-Star Credit.

NOVEMBER 14, 2013 –  Over the week-end, Suzanne
and I took Motorcycle Les-
sons in preparation for
what just might be our
main form of private trans-
portation when we get to
Ghana.  The venue for the
class was Highland Mall, a
formerly premier mall of
Austin that is being repur-
posed as an Austin Com-
munity College site.  This
was the first mall I went to
when I was a student at
the University of Texas, the one we lived near when we
were just married, and the one that became an annual
pilgrimage at Christmas (even after we moved from Aus-
tin).  How strange it felt to walk around this now empty
mall, lined by boarded up stores.

Highland Mall could be a metaphor for this life we are
closing down, I thought as I looked around.  I was trying
to visualize what stores had been where, when we were
last in them, and how it was that some stores were still
open, even though there was almost no expectation of
foot traffic.   I felt I was saying good-bye to a significant
place in my life, much like Suzanne and I have been say-
ing good-bye to the friends and comforts of central Texas,
as we are repurposed for the adventure that is West Afri-
ca.  In some ways, Suzanne’s life is very much like it has
been for the past 15 years. At the same time, so much of
it changing; we have a foot in both worlds.

The Mission Society stresses the importance of saying
good good-byes.   I had one a few weeks ago when I met
my mentor and friend for lunch and shared how only 5%
of West African young people have the chance to receive
a college education.  We both talked about the impor-
tance of campus ministry, but then I asked the question,

“Do you know where those Ashesi students will be in 20 to
30 years?”  He thought about it a moment, but before he
could answer I said, “Running the country.”

Suzanne and I have been invited into a position of influ-
ence with tomorrow’s West African leaders, where we
can speak the gospel into their lives by living it with in
community.   Looking back on how this opportunity came
to us, I see God’s fingerprints. I see how the fingerprints,
or dots, connect.

“You can't connect the dots looking forward,” Steve Jobs
said in a 2005 commencement address at Stanford. “You
can only connect them looking backwards.”  Suzanne and
I didn’t fully understand what was going to happen when
we took our family to Africa in 2006. Nor did we under-
stand the significance of a decision to stay a second year,
or how when we returned to the states, to paraphrase
something my father used to say, “the enlightened heart
would resist returning to its former state of ignorance.”

In Ghana we
found our
heart’s desire,
and now discov-
ered, we see
how the dots

Empty parking lots are perfect for learning to ride a motorcycle

Motorcycle Lessons



connect to lead us to this point.

After lunch with my friend and mentor,
we went back to his office and said good-
bye.  Trying not to read too much into the
situation, I think we both realized that it
would be a very long time before we saw
each other again, and we didn’t want lose
the weight or significance of this moment.
And yet, we are both guys, so we choked
back our emotions and looked away.
Good good-byes.

“Sometimes you make a decision, and that
decision turns around and makes
you,”someone once said, and I would add

“ in ways you could never expect, nor real-
ize, until you look back and see how the
dots connect, how the fixed points be-
come fluid, and the great structures were
repurposed.”   In motorcycle lessons we
learned that it is easier to stay balanced
when you know where you are going, and
look in the direction you want to go.  An-
other interesting but counter intuitive
technique we explored was the Counter-
weight Turn, when you move the handle-

bar in the opposite direction you want to
turn, so you can better lean into that turn.
I expect that maneuver will teach us
much in life, and how to navigate the up-
coming turns in our journey.

“What this certificate tells you,” our Rider-
Coach said handing them to us, “is that
you can ride a small
motorcycle, in a
parking lot free of
obstructions and
traffic at speeds
less than 20 MPH.”
In other words, he
warned us, we have
much to learn, so
keep the shiny side
up, and the rubber
side down and en-
joy the ride.

Peace,
Steve & Suzanne Buchele

PS: If you would rather receive PrayerMat-
ers via email, go to ServingInGhana.org
and sign-up.

  Our Timeline
December 2013 - Suzanne
finishes at Southwestern;
Anna comes home for the
holidays. Grace graduates
from Ursinus College;
Grace and Ryosuke join us
for the holidays.
Steve is Preaching:
Dec. 8, 9:30am St. Philip’s
Dec. 8, 7:30pm at First
Presbyterian Church,
Georgetown (Taize)
Dec. 24 5:30pm St. Philip’s
January 2014 - The wed-
ding of our daughter Grace.
The Mission Society world-
wide gathering in Florida.
February 2014- Steve &
Suzanne move to Ghana!

As you pray …
For us personally for our
own walk with the Lord.
For our children that they
grow into the people God
created them to be.  We
pray each morning at 7am
for our kids, let us know if
we can pray for yours.
For our ministry at Ashesi
University–pray that we
connect with the students,
faculty, and staff.

Ashesi in the News
Patrick Awuah is inter-
viewd in the October on-
line edition of Forbes.
Q: What motivated you
to launch Ashesi Univer-
sity? What problem were
you trying to solve?
A: I was trying to solve the
problem of development in
Africa. I felt that leadership
was a crucial part of the
problem, and that the way
leaders …
Link to the rest of the article
www.ServingInGhana/Ashesi

Motorcycle Lessons, continued

Mission Sponsor Congregations:
We appreciate these churches who are investing in the future of West Africa.

Sending Churches
Annual pledges of $12,000 or more

St. Philip’s United Methodist Church

Partner Churches
Annual pledges between $2500 or more

Wellspring - A United Methodist Community of Faith
Salado United Methodist Church

Supporting Churches
St. Paul’s United Methodist Church
Granger United Methodist Church

If your church would like to jour team of Mission Sponsor Congregations, visit
www.ServingInGhana.org/give, or give us a call at 512 819-9019.

Motorcycle Steve



I want to partner with Suzanne and Steve . My pledge is o annually o monthly o quarterly
        an amount of: o $35 o $50 o $100 o $250 
o  My check made payable to The Mission Society, designate: Buchele Support 0342

o  I prefer to give by o Visa o MasterCard o American Express o Discover

Name _______________________________________________  Address ______________________________
Card number: __ __ __ __ - __ __ __ __- __ __ __ __- __ __ __ __   City ____________________ State ________
3 digit security code __ __ __ Expiration Date __ __ / __ __    Zip _____________
Signature _______________________ Today’s date __________ Phone _______________________________
Email ________________________________________________

Donations are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law. The Mission Society is a fully registered registered charitable organization. Donations can be made online.

P.O. Box 922637  www.TheMissionSociety.org
Norcross, Georgia, 30010 www.ServingInGhana.org          info@ServingInGhana.org
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