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“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work
of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.” 1 Cor. 15:58

4/26/07
Dear prayer partners, family, and friends

We hope and pray that all is well with you. Last month we wrote and shared with you about a coming trip to
Tarija, Bolivia where I was invited to preach at the church’s 6th anniversary by the Pastor. On our way down, we
stopped and visited missionary William Banegas in Villamontes. I went visiting with Brother William and then
preached in the service there. Pray for William, he left this week for Pando to start a church there.

The next day we traveled over some very steep mountains on an extremely narrow road. In the absence of
pavement, guardrails, and gas stations, the abundant crosses on the side of the road were a constant reminder to
drive carefully. Arriving in Tarija, Pastor Alberto and his wife greeted us and took us to their house where we
stayed for the next week. Loving and caring describe this church where I was able to preach three messages by
the grace of God. Then later in the week the pastor and his wife took us to several villages that need the Gospel
of Jesus Christ. It is by invitation that the Pastor would welcome us to work in the area. We said it is necessary
for us to pray see how the Lord directs.

Then we traveled to Potosi, the highest city at 13,415 feet, where we and the truck had a little trouble
breathing. Here we spent the night before the drive to Sucre, the oldest city in Bolivia. A Catholic Cathedral there
has a date of 1538. In Sucre we visited one of the Baptist Churches and had fellowship with the believers there.
The Weeks, a kind missionary family, showed us around the Sucre area.

A young Bolivian who taught the Sunday lesson in Sucre used an illustration I would like to share with you.
He spoke of the ox team that is used to pull a plow, a common sight here. How important it is for the team to be
equally yoked. If you hook a big strong ox with a smaller or weaker ox or with any other animal the driver will
always be struggling to make a straight row, as the team will constantly be straying off course. Is this not the way
with many of us Christians? The Bible tells us not to be unequally yoked. 2 Corinthians 6:14-18. Does this mean
just in people relationships? No, I believe it also includes our relationship with the world. When we as
Christians want to live for Christ and yet try to fit into this world it should not surprise us when our paths are not
straight and we seem to always struggle at keeping on course. Yes, we are in this world, but as Christians God
wants us all to be sanctified vessels set apart for His use. Christ never promised the Christian an easy life, but He
makes our lives more blessed and fruitful by our choosing not to yoke ourselves with this world and her ways.
“No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one,
and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.” Matthew 6:24.

Praises: Safety during our 2400km journey, opportunities to share the Lord, a reliable vehicle, children who are
flexible and willing to be part of this ministry, and your prayers.

Prayer Requests: God’s guidance and our sensitivity during survey, health, language practice, salvation for
Sandra in Potosi, with whom Sheila had an opportunity to share the Gospel.

Simply His Servants
Rick and Sheila Ackerman
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